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Every year, we try to pull off 
the most outlandish idea we 
can for the Christmas road 
test. Matt Prior has done 

it again, this time driving a highly 
impressive, and frankly terrifying, 
feat of engineering: the JCB Digatron.

That’s just one example of the 
annual efforts, which begin in the 
summer, to make our Christmas 
bumper issue the most compelling 
yet. Alongside that monster truck, you 
will fi nd three staffers competing in a 
Lego car-making challenge, another 
festive road trip by Richard Webber, 
in which he takes a tree with the help 
of an Ariel Nomad to the Hebridean 
island of Tiree (there’s a reason, 
promise), and an exploration of the 
world of radio-controlled car racing.

If you or your loved ones need 
Christmas gift inspiration, simply turn 
to p30, where you will discover how 
to procure an Autocar subscription. 
Far better than a pair of socks…

Our fi nal issue of the year will be 
on sale a little earlier than usual, on 
Tuesday 31 December. Until then, 
wishing you a peaceful Christmas.
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IT’S BEGINNING 
 TO LOOK A LOT…

Britain’s Best 
Driver’s Car 2024
Did you read the last mag’s 
main feature and think ‘gosh, 
I wish I could see 
and hear all that 
tyre torturing’? If 
so, check out our 
YouTube channel.

autocar.co.uk 

World’s best saloon?
Bentley is attempting to have 
its cake and eat it with the 
new 771bhp V8 petrol-
electric Flying 
Spur Speed. Mark 
Tisshaw fi nds out 
if it’s truly world-
beating or not.

Rachel Burgess, magazine editor 
rachel.burgess@haymarket.com

COMMENT

Issue 6650 | Volume 323 | No 2

Autocar is a member of the Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). We abide by the Editors’ Code of Practice and are committed to 
upholding the highest standards of journalism. If you think we haven’t met 
those standards and want to make a complaint, 
contact autocar@haymarket.com. For more 
information, contact  IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or 
visit www.ipso.co.uk

Autocar is a member of the 
organising committee of Car 
Of The Year caroftheyear.org

ʻaymarket is certifi ed by BSʼ to 
environmental standard ISO14001 
and energy management  
standard ISO50001

Autocar (ISSN 1355-8293 USPS 25-185) is published weekly by Haymarket Media 
Group, Bridge House, 69 London Road, Twickenham, TW1 3SP, United Kingdom; 
haymarket.com; tel +44 (0)20 8267 5000 

The US annual subscription price is $190.00. Airfreight and mailing in the US by 
agent named World Container Inc, 150-15, 183rd Street, Jamaica, NY 11413, USA. 
Periodicals postage paid at Brooklyn, NY 11256. US postmaster: Send address 
changes to Autocar, Air Business Ltd, c/o World Container Inc, 150-15, 183rd 
Street, Jamaica, NY 11413, USA. Subscription records are maintained at the 
above address. Air Business Ltd is acting as our mailing agent. 

Autocar magazine is also published in Estonia, Greece, India, Japan, Latvia, 
Korea and Thailand.

Issues with your mag?
For subscriber issues, call 
0344 ʫ4ʫ ʫʫ16. ʼf you can’t fi nd 
a news-stand copy of Autocar 
in your local area, email 
autocar@haymarket.com 
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O, Christmas Tiree
O, Christmas Tiree
(how lovely are your beaches)

A century ago, a Scottish explorer brought the first Christmas tree to 
the remote – and treeless – Scottish island of Tiree. RICHARD WEBBER
sets out to reprise her adventure with the help of an Ariel Nomad 2
PHOTOGRAPHY MAX EDLESTON
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“I am already a little muddy, 
and I’m fully subscribed to 
watching the front wheels pivot”

You probably wouldn’t 
want to do this with 
your DB12 Volante

Journey proper begins at 
Isobel Hutchison’s family 
home, Carlowrie Castle
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Across her 92 years that spanned from 
Queen Victoria to Thatcher, Isobel Wylie 
Hutchison quietly yet determinedly 
overachieved. The head start of a privileged 
childhood gave way to tragedy and turmoil 
after her father and brothers died in her 
youth, but Hutchison found both solace 
and fascination in exploration.

Scottish walks, such as the 150-mile 
length of the Outer Hebrides, led to a 
solo 260-mile crossing of Iceland in 1925, 
completed in just 14 days. Immersive stints 
in Greenland and a six-month odyssey 
across Alaska and the Yukon followed. She 
learned the native language of each.

She preferred to walk but would travel by 
any means necessary: Bellanca mail plane 
on skis, wood-burning paddle steamer, 
ice-breaking schooner pungent with seal 
blubber, pony, kayak or dog-sledding 
at -41deg C.

Her works as a writer, poet, botanist, 
speaker, artist and documentary maker 
found homes with National Geographic, Kew 
Gardens, the British Museum, the BBC and 
the Royal Scottish Geographical Society.

Two of her great loves – Scotland and 
Christmas – travelled with her, from a kilt 
worn over Inuit sealskin boots to provisions 
including “my Christmas dinner of tinned 
haggis, tinned plum pudding and a bottle 
of French brandy with which to set the 
puddings ablaze”.

A life less ordinary

Isobel Hutchison was 
a prolifi c adventurer 
and later fi lmmaker 

Caledonian does offer 
free delivery to Dunblane 

and surrounding areas
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“On a B-road stint, the 
Nomad’s quick steering 
and generous suspension 
travel begin to chime”

As roads get rougher 
and tighter, the better 
the Nomad 2 feels

Nomad 2 is at home on west 
Scotland’s A- and B-roads, 
but wear your waterproofs

Oddball Ariel never 
fails to turn heads, 

but the locals approve
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Oban

Tiree

Coll

Carlowrie Castle, 
Kirkliston

Cramond, 
Edinburgh

Caledonian 
Christmas Trees, 
Dunblane

Our route
Retracing Isobel Hutchison’s mission 

to deliver Christmas to Tiree, except she 
didn’t have a 305bhp trellis-framed 
apocalypse buggy in which to do it
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Ferry from Oban takes three 
and a half hours. On-board 
breakfast is recommended

It was around this time 
Webber started planning 

next year’s trip to B&Q
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“Darkness becomes total. The Nomad’s 
wipers do their best, and this car 
features a biblically bright light bar”

Tinsel, fairy lights and 
angel for the top stayed 

safe in storage boxes 

84 litres
Combined volume 
of the two lockable 

Givi Trekker Outback 
storage boxes that can 

fi t on t˛e ˁomad ʥϠs 
optional luggage 

rack.

˂ffʠroadʠspec ˁomads 
would be in their element 
in this sort of environment
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Visiting Tiree
Drivers visiting Tiree will need to catch the 
regular Caledonian MacBrayne ferry from 
Oban, a three-hour drive from Edinburgh or 
half an hour less from Glasgow. The routes 
from both converge at Crianlarich for a fast, 
smooth and fl owing fi nal 40-mile stretch 
largely running parallel to the West Highland 
Line railway: past the rugged Munro of Ben 
Lui then pinched through the Pass of Brander 
between Loch Awe and Ben Cruachan 
before skirting Loch Etive and into Oban.

The ferry to Scarinish on Tiree takes 
three and a half hours, or 30 minutes more 
if stopping en route at the island of Coll. 
Alternatively, Loganair offers frequent hour-
long fl ights from Glasgow to Tiree airport 
(formerly RAF Tiree), while Hebridean Air 
Services fl ies direct from Oban twice weekly 
in an eight-seat Britten-Norman Islander. 
Car hire is available on the island, but they 
don’t offer Nomad 2s, sadly.

The national speed limit applies on Tiree, 
with all but a few short stretches being 
single-track roads with passing places. 
We were granted special permission for 
our beach drive, but public vehicle access 
is largely reserved for things such as 
launching boats, and with a 10mph limit.

There’s a not-for-profi t, community-
owned fuel station at Crossapol, and the 
island also offers BEV charging up to 60kW. 
See visitscotland.com for more information.

Few other cars could 
replicate this shot without 
something going wrong

Easily adjustable Öhlins 
suspension responds 

well to small tweaks
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3 metres
Average elevation 

on Tiree. The highest 
point is 141m-tall Ben 

Hynish, home to a 
ˁational ʴir ˇraffi c 

ˆervices radar 
station.

“The rear hunkers down 
on its generous springs and 
boots the Nomad onwards”

ʿifeϠs a beac˛ sometimesʟ 
but ˊebber ˛ad to ask 
nicely so ˛e could do t˛is

ˁomadϠs gears˛ift ˛as a 
mec˛anical feelʮ ˁor˪ay 

ˆpruce ˛as pricklier feel
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ARIEL NOMAD 2
Price £67,992
Price as tested £89,239
Engine 4 cyls in line, 2267cc, 
turbocharged, petrol
Power 305bhp at 5950rpm
Torque 382lb ft at 2850rpm
Gearbox 6-spd manual, RWD
Kerb weight 715kg
0-62mph 3.4sec
Top speed 134mph
Fuel tank 70 litres
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Tree’s a crowd, but Nomad 
lends itself to Yuletide spruce 

delivery better than most

Webber (left) and the 
MacIntyres unload the 

Nomad’s precious cargo

Hutchison’s Winter in 
Tiree set the template 

for our festive trip

Yggdrasil at home in Tiree’s 
converted chapel, an artfully 
framed Nomad’s job well done 
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14 January
The date New Year 

was celebrated on Tiree 
until the mid-1920s, in 

deference to the Julian 
calendar rather than 

the Gregorian.

Let us spray: beach 
antics demand swift 

removal of sand and salt

Tiree locals bemoan 
visitors for driving too 

slowly, but not today




