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GOOD NEWS: CHRISTMAS
HAS COME EARLY

WELCOMETO
Autocar’s Christmas double
issue – yes, on 6 December,
when you’re barely a week

into your advent calendar. Consider it
an early present. Besides, it doesn’t feel
early to us: it was 2 August when mag
editor Rachel Burgess sent the team
an email headed: ‘CHRISTMAS
FEATURE IDEASWANTED.’
That early start reflects the effort we

put into crafting this issue. Whether
it’s road testing a tall ship, wild
camping in a 911 or much more, it’s a
celebration of all things automotive.
We trust you’ll enjoy reading it as
much as we enjoyed making it.
I hope you also won’t mind me taking

time to highlight the unseen efforts
of our production team: Sami Shah,
Kris Culmer, Sarah Özgül, Stephen
Hopkins and Tara Tuohy. They
turn our words, pictures, half-baked
ideas and badly drawn sketches into
expertly crafted magazine pages, while
correcting our mistakes to make us
look smarter than we are. Their efforts
amaze every week, but especially so
when faced with two double issues.
Two? That’s right: we’ll be back on

20 December with our review of 2023
and a look ahead to 2024. I’ll end by
wishing you a very merry Christmas –
and thanks for your continued support.
We really do appreciate it.

C O M M E N T

James Attwood Acting mag editor
james.attwood@haymarket.com
@atters_j
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Subscribe p20

Rachel Burgess is away
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Winter camping isn’t everyone’s
Thermos of tea, but some say it’s an

annual highlight.RichardWebber tries
it in style with a Porsche 911Dakar

PHOTOGRAPHYMAXEDLESTON

ALL THE
GEAR AND
DOE-EYED
DEER
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911 Dakarmakes
good progress on

remote forest trails

Decathlon fit-outwas enjoyed by everyone
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Many consider 1984’s Dakar-conquering
Porsche 953 to be the first four-wheel-drive
911, but a fully functional concept car unveiled
three years earlier at the Frankfurt motor show
actually holds that distinction.

As the 944 was making its world debut in
September 1981, across the Porsche stand in
period-apt white paintwork on white leather was
the 911 Turbo 3.3 4x4 Cabriolet. It broke new
ground in more ways than one, because it was
also the first drop-top 911 – there hadn’t been
an open-top Porsche since the 356 C.

Porsche’s then chairman, Peter Schulz, said at
the time: “We will undertake extensive test drives
with it, then decide just which developments
could be put into production some day.”

Walter Röhrl was among the drivers to do the
testing, and it was this car that inspired Jacky
Ickx to suggest to Porsche management an
assault on the 1984 Paris-Dakar.

The 286bhp, four-wheel-drive prototype
used a shortened 928 propshaft to send drive to
the front, where it was dispersed to the wheels
via an adapted 911 Turbo differential. The first
production 4x4 911 was the 964-generation
Carrera 4 of 1988, which used electronically
controlled multi-disc locks to distribute torque
to the front axle and between the rear wheels.

THE FIRST 4x4 911❝
Hackles are up
for exotic cars
on Highland roads,
never mind off them

❞ Many consider 1984’s Dakar-conquering 

DormantHighlandworkhorse
lends an air of DakarRally
bivouac to proceedings

Surround view is surprisingly useful off road

In-cabin storage includes a pantry

All the gear, yes. No idea?Absolutely
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Whoneeds an SUV?
Low-slung stance

helps the 911 blend in

Electronics and tyres
conspire to give good
traction in the rough
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❝
It’s a lovely spot,
and one that other
911s couldn’t access

❞
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$�&!�''�#" �#& )' (# ����'' '#!� $&�*�(� �#&�'(&- 
"��&�-: �# � ��+ !�")(�' )$ (�� &#�� �"� +�<&� 
�����"� (�� ���''�' )$ #"�� !#&� (# (��� � � 
' �((�&- )$��   (&��� (��(<' ��!!�� �" �- &)'(�"� 
��&"' �"� '()���� +�(� ��)"�- '(#"�': �&��(�#" 
&�!��"' �!!)(�� � �' +� � �!��& )$; (�� !�"� 
�#) ��&'  ��*�"� (�� ����&<' ��  - )"(��� ��: 
�" ��� (��� �"� (�� !#!�"()!=�)"�&- �)"�' #� 
(�� ���� ; (��' �' � ' #+; (���"���  � �!�; �"� (�� 
$�"$#�"( (�&#(( � �#"(&#  #" #2 �& > �#!!�"��� � 
�#& � 469!$� ��& > �#!��"�' +�(� �)(#!�(�� 
��  =�# � �"� '-!$�(��(�� ���&�#, !�$$�"� (#  �( 
-#) �#�)' #" $ #((�"� � �#)&'�; +�� � (��&�<' "#"� 
#� (�� � �"�!�"��=(#+�& +#�� � -#) ��( +��" 
�&��$�"� � ����=&�'� 6,6 #*�& &#��':

Head
torches seemed
a good idea until,
after amouthful of

unwanted protein, we
realised they are
excellentmoth

magnets.

Xmas feasts don’t comemuch better than this

Hypothermia didn’t even get a look-in

LikeMasterchefmeetsMadMax2

Date: 30.Nov 2023 10:59:20
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❝
It strikes me that we
didn’t see another
soul the whole time
we were there

❞

$��$ ��(;  %#���� $�� ��� ����; ������� �%$ � 

��� #$�"$ �� �%" �� �"�#�� ��"�#$��# �����": 
����$����=# �������#�  �#$� #����# ���� � 
��- >+ ��� ��#$�&� #$�"$�" �%$  "�&��� #��� �%��>

During
the long,

darkwinters of
theArctic Circle,

reindeer’s eyes turn
fromgold to blue, to

maximise light
intake.
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The Scottish Outdoor Access
Code, which governs the
country’s so-called ‘right to
roam’, offers extensive freedoms
to wild campers travelling on
foot. The same opportunities
aren’t afforded to vehicles,
though, so if you have a roof tent
but aren’t keen on booking a

campsite or sleeping in a lay-by,
you’ll need to get permission
from the landowner.

Whether using a roof tent or
not, Mountaineering Scotland
offers several pointers to help
tip the pleasure/pain axis in
your favour when camping in
the cold. First, choose a spot
that’s not overly exposed, while

avoiding hollows that could fill
with drifting snow or rivers that
could flood if there’s a storm.

Always stay insulated: it’s
much harder to warm up again
once you’re already cold. Open
fires are discouraged for both
environmental and practical
reasons. The Lilliputian stove
and gas canister we used won’t
comfort a lonely cowboy but
produced 1.25kW of heat,
weighed a mere 585g and was
good for 160 minutes of burn
time. If need be, ice is easier to
melt on a stove than snow, and
it takes five minutes of boiling
to sterilise water.

I’ll spare you the (rightly
detailed) section on toileting,
but will convey one memorable
tip: “Damp moss makes the ideal
substitute for toilet paper and,
indeed, many find it even better.”

WILD WINTER CAMPING IN SCOTLAND

that’s not overly exposed, while 

Up, up and away, at up to 106mph

911 demands you pack relatively light

Not your typical
camper van. Roof
tent is a £5k extra

Dot on the landscape:
the 911 barelymakes a
mark in the Highlands

Porsche feels at home
on thewindswept A939
past the Lecht ski area

Deploying the911’s
penthouse apartment
takes twominutes

Date: 30.Nov 2023 15:43:11
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❝
Ridges are parried
not with a thump
but a mild nudge

❞

Utsi bridge is en route to reindeer encounter

The Porsche is fluid and
responsive on the road,
despite its compromises

Date: 30.Nov 2023 10:59:03
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Price £173,000
Price as tested £179,025
Engine 6 cyls horizontally

opposed, 2981cc,
twin-turbocharged, petrol

Power 473bhp at 6500rpm
Torque 420lb ft at 2300-5000rpm
Gearbox 8-spd dual-clutch

automatic, 4WD
Kerb weight 1605kg
0-62mph 3.2sec
Top speed 149mph
Economy 25.0mpg
CO2, tax band 256g/km, 37%

PORSCHE 911 DAKAR

‘Rally
Launch

Control’ pitches
engine revs lower than
the on-road programme
and allows about 20%

wheel slippage.
It’s devilishly
effective.

Dakarwears its excursionarymudwell

Ride height can be raised by30mm

Undulating OldMilitary
Road showcases the911
Dakar’s talents on asphalt

Date: 30.Nov 2023 10:58:17
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